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due to the effective assistance rendered to the Education Department by Revenue and Magisterial officeis.
I was placed in charge of education by one of my earliest Deputy Commissioners when I was a young assistant, and I have always taken a considerable interest in this branch of work I do not intend, however, to write on the matter with any assumption of superior knowledge, because I consider that the question is an extremely difficult one, and that the conditions of the question have altered very considerably during recent years Not only has attention been drawn particularly to the student class by certain very unfortunate events which have occurred, but the particular aspects of education which demand most attention now are not those which occupied us most in former years.
I must say that that which occupied us most in the Central Provinces was primary education. We felt a deep interest m the village school, because we regaided it as of importance to have at least some of the agricultural community as far as possible in each village throughout the country educated enough to be able to read their Village Papers and Accounts, and understand their transactions with their landlords and money-lenders We felt that this was so desirable that we considered it expedient to use all our influence to make the schools efficient and attractive, and to get the people to take advantage of them for their children. There is one point to which too little attention is generally given, namely, the necessity for making the primary schools more popular by closing them when the parents need the help of their children during agricultural operations This is done in the glens of Scotland : it is more necessary in the villages of India
For a long time higher education was practically left entirely to the Education Department Although District Officers visited the higher schools and colleges they did not, as a rule, consider it their duty to form any particular opinion as to their efficiency or suitability, but simply to encourage them. As, however, the demand for secondary education increased and a